110

He was ambushed when leading a party of levies, 7 of his part}
being wounded. In Mr. Best Government lost a valuable and abb
officer. Despite further efforts by the Faqir to incite the tribes, th<
situation remained quiet. The road was completed in June and the
Frontier Constabulary occupied the new post.

In August, serious trouble broke out in the Mohmand country.
It originated in a quarrel amongst the Burhan Khel and Isa Khel
tribes over the distribution of money obtained from contracts for
constructing the Gandab road. The Haji of Turangzai lost no time
in fanning this discontent. He raised all the Upper Mohmands and
attempte4 to destroy the Gandab road. This necessitated land and
air operations against the Mohmands and Sails. In September the
Governor of the Frontier Province (Sir Ralph Griffith) informed
the tribes that Government would send troops across the Nahakki
Pass, which separates lower and upper Mohmand country, unless
they accepted Government's terms. This proclamation resulted iu
many sections entering into peace negotiations, but while they were
making their submission the recalcitrants were reinforced by tribes-
men from the more remote Mohmand areas. Operations were
renewed and the Nahakki Pass was occupied. It was then decided
to round up or disperse the tribesmen on the Kamalai plain, which
lies over the Pass. In the morning of September 29th the Guides
Infantry encountered heavy opposition when reaching their final
objective on top of a precipitous spur. In the ensuing engagement
the Guides fought with great gallantry, inflicting very heavy losses
among the tribesmen. The total casualties to the troops were 83.
Captain Meynell and Lieutenant Kendall were killed. The former
was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. In October the
Mohmands submitted and Government's terms were announced to
the maliks on the 15th, These included the completion of the road
to Nahakki and the abrogation of the previous agreement in so far
as it restricted Government's liberty of action in dealing with
breaches by the tribes of Government orders. The tribes7 behaviour
for the rest of the year was satisfactory and in the winter they moved
down in unusually large numbers to the Peshawar plains.

Before closing this section some reference is necessary to the
negotiations with the Afridis for constructing a road through their
country. In January representatives of the tribe agreed to abandon